
 

 

   CITY OF TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 
   OFFICE OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR 
   200 Niagara Street  · Tonawanda, New York 14150-1099 
   Phone: (716) 695-1806                Fax: (716) 743-8870 
  building@ci.tonawanda.ny.us 

 
 RONALD J. PILOZZI 
 Mayor 
 

 

 KEVIN A. RANK 
 Building Inspector     

FEE: $100.00         CERTIFICATE NUMBER #_____________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: TONAWANDA CITY TREASURER 

APPLICATION FOR ELECTRICIAN CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 
Complete application below and return with payment, current licenses and proof of required experience (5,000 hours). 

 

Name:    

Address:    

City:           State:          Zip:    

Business Phone:                     No. of years in Electrical Business:    

Home Phone:                     Date of Birth:    

Email    

 
List below current licenses held. (Provide copies of Licenses) 
 
Municipality     License Number  Date Issued  Date Expires  
  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
In order to obtain a certificate of competency you must supply a completed exam certificate from The 
International Codes Council (www.iccsafe.org) or another approved electrical examination facility dated 
within 3 years of the date of this application. 
 
 
______________________________                  ________________ 
Signature of Applicant    Date 
 
______________________________ 
Printed Name of Applicant 
 



City of Tonawanda 
Master Electrician Ordinance 

 
 
Sec. 14-255.  Master electrician's license required; work performed by utility companies. 
 
 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to engage in, carry on or conduct or to hold 
himself or itself out as being able to engage in, carry on or conduct any business involving electrical work in the 
City of Tonawanda, New York, unless such business shall be conducted under a current master electrician's 
license issued in accordance with the provisions hereof. A person, firm or corporation shall be deemed to be 
licensed if such person, firm or corporation is a license holder of if such person, firm or corporation is an 
employee or subcontractor of a licensed person, firm or corporation in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection 14-256(g)(2) herein contained. 
 (b) A licensee may hire employees to do electrical work or may or may subcontract such work, but in any 
event all electrical work must be done by or under the supervision of a master electrician. 
 (c) Electrical work performed by a utility company in its normal function of supplying its particular service 
to the meter of any building, structure or premises may be performed without a license and need not be under 
the supervision of a master electrician. 
(Res. of 6-15-2010, § 182) 
 
Sec. 14-256.  Licensing application and procedure; restrictions; fees. 
 
 (a) The building inspector shall issue an electrician's license to any qualified person, firm or corporation 
upon presentation of a duly completed and executed application, payment of the fee as required herein and 
filing of the certificate of insurance as required herein. The information required in the application shall be 
determined by the building inspector. 
 (b) An applicant for an electrician's license shall be deemed qualified as follows: 
  (1) If a person, such person or at least one full-time employee of that person must hold a master 
electrician certificate. 
  (2) If a firm, in the case of a partnership, at least one active partner or full-time employee thereof holds a 
master electrician certificate or, in the case of a sole proprietorship, the owner or at least one full-time employee 
holds a master electrician certificate. 
  (3) If a corporation, such corporation has at least one full-time employee holding a master electrician 
certificate. 
 (c) An application for an electrician's license shall be duly completed when the following requirements are 
met: 
  (1) A qualified person states his name and address, the name and address of his business establishment 
and the name and address of the master electrician in his employ. 
  (2) A qualified firm or corporation states the name and address of the business establishment and the 
names and addresses of its partners in the case of a partnership, its owner's name and address in the case of a 
sole proprietorship or the names and addresses of its officers and directors in the case of a corporation; in 
addition, such firm, corporation, partnership or sole proprietorship shall also disclose the name and address of 
the master electrician in its employ. 



 
  (3) Such qualified person, firm or corporation shall complete and execute an application for an 
electrician's license in such form as may be prescribed and amended from time to time by the building inspector 
and furnish such information as the building inspector shall require. 
 (d) The fee for a master electrician's license or for any renewal thereof to conduct an electrical business 
shall be as established in section 30-133(b). ($100.00) 
 (e) The licensee shall file with the building inspector a policy or certificate of insurance evidencing 
coverage for the licensee's operations and naming the City of Tonawanda, New York, as an additional insured 
in the amount of $1,000,000.00 combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage liability. 
 (f) Such license shall be valid from the date of issue to December 31 of the year issued. The licensee may 
renew the license by submitting to the building inspector within 30 days preceding expiration of the license, 
such documentation and information as the building inspector may require, paying the required fee and 
furnishing the certificate of insurance required by this chapter. 
 (g) Restriction on use of license. 
  (1) Except as herein provided, no licensed person, firm or corporation duly licensed pursuant to this 
chapter shall allow his name to be used by any other person, firm or corporation, either for the purpose of 
obtaining a license under this chapter, a permit under Chapter 14, Buildings and Building Regulations, of the 
Code of the City of Tonawanda, New York, or doing any work under his license. 
  (2) This restriction shall not prohibit a person, firm or corporation, duly licensed pursuant to this 
chapter, from subletting an electrical job or portion thereof to another person, firm or corporation, provided that 
such arrangement is disclosed on the application for an electrical permit as prescribed by Chapter 14, Buildings 
and building Regulations, of the Code of the City of Tonawanda, New York, and that the licensed person firm 
or corporation subletting such work shall be responsible for all such work. 
  (3) A license is not transferable or assignable to any successor in the business or to any person 
whosoever under any circumstances. 
 (h) Within seven days of the change, any licensed person, firm or corporation, as applicable, shall notify the 
building inspector, in writing, of the following: 
  (1) A change with respect to the employment status of a master electrician. 
  (2) A change with respect to the slate of officers and/or directors of a corporation. 
  (3) A change with respect to the partners comprising a partnership. 
  (4) A change with respect to the owner of a sole proprietorship. 
 (i) During any license year, it shall be the obligation of every licensed person, firm or corporation to be in 
continuous compliance with the qualifications and requirements needed to obtain an electrician's license and in 
the event of a failure to do so, the license issued shall become null and void and the licensee shall immediately 
surrender such license to the building inspector. 
 (j) Such license shall be subject to revocation, in the discretion of the building inspector, upon conviction of 
the licensee or any master electrician in the employ of a licensee of a violation of this article or Chapter 14, 
Buildings and Building Regulations, of the Code of the City of Tonawanda, New York. Such license shall not 
be restored for one year after conviction and thereafter only by the discretion of the building inspector, provided 
that he is satisfied that the applicant has taken steps to assure that such violation will not occur again. 
 (k) A violation of this article [or] Chapter 14 committed by any agent, servant or employee of a licensee 
shall also be deemed a violation by the licensed person, firm or corporation and the master electrician under 
whose employ or supervision such violation occurred. 
(Res. of 6-15-2010, § 182) 



 
 
Sec. 14-257.  Master electrician certificate; fee. 
 
 (a) A master electrician shall be a natural person who holds a master electrician certificate issued pursuant 
to this chapter. 
 (b) A master electrician certificate shall be issued by the building inspector if a person has qualified for and 
received a grade of at least 75 percent on an examination as provided by Prometric, or an approve testing 
agency entitled master electrician within three years of the date of application for a master electrician 
certificate. 
 (c) Such examination shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant. In order to qualify to receive an 
application to take such examination, a person must: 
  (1) Satisfactorily demonstrate to the building inspector that he has worked under the supervision of a 
licensed master electrician as a journeyman electrician for a period of 5,000 hours, performing the following: 
the installation, maintenance, extension and alteration of wiring, fixtures, appliances and appurtenances in 
connection with all of the following: electrical distribution, wiring and protection, methods and materials, 
special occupancies, grounding, motors and controllers, transformers, fire protection systems, optical fiber 
systems, communications systems and any other type of installation as required by the National Electrical Code, 
as amended from time to time. 
  (2) Satisfactorily demonstrate to the building inspector that he has a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of the National Electrical Code, as amended from time to time. 
  (3) The fee for a master electrician's certificate shall be as established in section 30-133(a). ($100.00) 
  (4) Satisfactorily demonstrate to the building inspector that applicant is of good moral character. 
 (d) Any person who fails, upon demand by the building inspector, his duty or assistants to produce a master 
electrician certificate within a reasonable time shall be presumed not to be the holder of a master electrician 
certificate. 
 (e) It shall be unlawful for any person to hold himself out as a master electrician unless he is the holder of a 
valid master electrician certificate. 
 (f) Waiver of examination. 
  (1) The building inspector is empowered to waive the examination requirement for any person who 
currently holds a valid 2010 master electrician's license issued by a city, town or village which has 
comprehensive competency examination requirements for the issuance of a master electrician license. 
  (2) Such person must comply with all of the requirements associated with this chapter. 
  (3) In the event that the building inspector waives the requirement for an examination as provided 
herein, the person receiving such waiver shall pay a fee of $100.00 in order to receive his master electrician's 
certificate. 
  (4) The building inspector shall not issue any waivers of examination after December 31, 2010. 
(Res. of 6-15-2010, § 182) 


